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Detention Camp
Date: 12-3~'43^
Dear Col. Bhandari,
With reference to the talk this morning, we would like to
bring the following facts to your notice.
As regards Mrs. Gandhi, she has been suffering from
chronic bronchitis with dilatation of the bronchi. She has also
complained latterly of pain of an anginal character and has had
attacks of tachycardia with heart rate of 180 per minute. As
you must have noticed she often gets puffiness of the face and
eyelids specially in the mornings. Her physical disabilities are
telling upon her mental condition though Gandhiji's company
mitigates that to a large extent. In view of all this we are of the
opinion that she should have a whole time nurse companion
with her. A person who can speak her language and is known to
her personally is likely to succeed better.
As regards Gandhiji, we are of the opinion that he will
require careful nursing and looking after for another month or
so. If Kami Gandhi can be left for that period, it will be the best,
as he is attached to Gandhiji and has been trained to anticipate
his wants. If the Government have no objection he is ready and,
willing to stay as long as he is required.
Yours sincerely,
M. D. D. Gilder
S. Nayyar
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[Extracts from a letter from Gandhiji to the Secretary to the
Government of Bombay, dated Nov. 18, '43.]
"...It seems to me that those who are lodged with me3
have to suffer  extra  hardship  by  reason  of  their  being  so
lodged. For, it is not only Dr. Nayyar who has to suffer, others
do likewise. Thus Dr. Gilder is debarred from receiving visits
even from his ailing wife and daughter. Little Manu Gandhi can
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